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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">was left in doubt whether Mexican law excluding<BR>slavery was still in force. Southern malcontents<BR>maintained that this act was a mere hoax, using<BR>words which suggested concession when no con- <BR>cession was intended. Northern anti-slavery men<BR>criticized the act as the entering wedge for another<BR>great surrender to the enemy. Because of the un- <BR>certainty regarding the meaning of the law and the<BR>false hopes likely to be created, they maintained<BR>that it was fitted to foment discord and prolong<BR>the period of distrust between the two sections.<BR>At all events such was its actual effect.</FONT><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font0>108        THE ANTI-SLAVERY CRUSADE</SPAN><BR>\
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<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:8.3pt 22.4pt 0.0pt 21.8pt; text-align:justify;\">\
<SPAN class=font0 style=\" line-height:15.0pt;\">was left in doubt whether Mexican law excluding<BR>slavery was still in force. Southern malcontents<BR>maintained that this act was a mere hoax, using<BR>words which suggested concession when no con- <BR>cession was intended. Northern anti-slavery men<BR>criticized the act as the entering wedge for another<BR>great surrender to the enemy. Because of the un- <BR>certainty regarding the meaning of the law and the<BR>false hopes likely to be created, they maintained<BR>that it was fitted to foment discord and prolong<BR>the period of distrust between the two sections.<BR>At all events such was its actual effect.</SPAN><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font0 style=\" line-height:15.0pt;\">A third act in this unhappy series gave to Texas<BR>ten millions of dollars for the alleged surrender of<BR>claims to a part of New Mexico. This had little<BR>bearing on the general subject of compromise; yet<BR>anti-slavery men criticized it on the ground that<BR>the issue raised was insincere; that the appropria- <BR>tion was in fact a bribe to secure votes necessary<BR>to pass the other measures; that the bill was passed<BR>through Congress by shameless bribery, and that<BR>even the boundaries conceded to Texas involved<BR>the surrender of free territory.</SPAN><BR>\
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